Review: Color Aires by Bandonegro

Bandonegro hiils from Poland and iswell-known in the milonguero cicles ac

home and in neighboring countrics

1 have enjoyed dancing co them playing live, fo chei arrangements and overall

This scarement applies o chir new album - Color Aires - relased on September

ncluded are owo valse, hree milongs, four angos and four rango nuevos,

Their choice of repertoire could be seen as conservative. Even lra-conservative

of the tracks are of the *hit” variery,eracks you would hear on many

The one nuevo track | had to look up in the database, A e vijo,is

1l cover the songs in  diferent order than howw chey appear on the album and

seeifwe can make candas here

This i easiesc with che milongas: we can dance to Sillcta poteia, No hay tirta

como la i, and Reliquia portci

Al chrce, as wella che valses chat will follow, have very tad

o them. The tempos are just right;che beatsare regalar and propel the couples on

the dance foor
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Nest, we have two valse: Desde el

ima s Palomita blancs.

Too bad there in'cathird onel A quick look at the cwo earlir lbums, the debue

Tanchestron (2017) and theie "pandermic nuevo slbum” (my term nottheirs
Tangostori (2020)reveals no valeseither. We'll have to wat some more to

e the tands, then

These valss are spoc-on just lke che milor . dependable, unsurprisi
Andth millongas nor valses permit
dangerous experiments tha could ruin  whereas in tango, you have a o

od

e room tostetch o compress your phrases yee keep the dancers in 3
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Let's tum our amention to the tangos. We have four, bue

sensible tand out of chem, which i fine, of courseschere are orher tangos on their

Felci s on the fuser end of the spectrum. I've gor 20 different versions of the

cune in my library, and only the one by Solo Tango is fstr. I you wanted a fisc

cands, you could open with El uracin (Tanchesceon), dd Felca fom this album,

Loca from Tanchestron, and then Este e el ey from Tangoscoria e fnish offyour

Aleermatively, scar with El puntazo (coming up next) chen Locs, chen Flii, and

Keep Este e el ey for the closer (where e
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ot lay when you need your dancers to

punish the foor truly hard, and it works great s opener tosuch a ands,

Master D'Arienzo set the bar rally high with chis one, in my view anyway. Th
ame can be said about Loca o Este s el re, and no mateer how hard the bands

ry, they seldom reach i

Did Bandon

interpret che piece in a way that does justice to the

0 fll shore? | wouldn'tsay o hey did cheir damnedest o re

iginal. Which is o says i is a

ine cover tha pays homage o the original without trying to overtake it
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L cumparsita, appesring lase i the album but not in chis review, fllsinto the

company of fiser, more agile "cumparsitas”. The interpretaton islovely, adorable

even i starts and progresses tue to form. Gradually, i builds up more originalicy

i the pheasing and expression. By the ime it ended, | was urtely in love
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are about o ceoss a bridge from the milonguero section of the alburm to the

orher one,that 1 (perhaps reexively) call e

Testares with a track that 1 did not expect e serve chis role: Ganaro n Part,

The firs 100 seconds ofthissuggest we'l get a "milonguero standard!

nterprecation chat s on the more lively spectrum but noching extrsordinary

Then, he band takes a detour for about 30 seconds, basicall scoppi

and leting the violin mediate for a whie

When the beat rerurns, one swould hink: fne,chey had their momene, and now

we can go back to dancing.

“This is only true for a while, The band spends the lase minute in  viruoso
desthmatch that transforms the son from a reglar dancing piece to an over.

matized concert performance. The ending is then complecely over-the-

sidiculows Like... | me... what the fuck?

Or,am 1 too much of a square? As aclosing cango i & ace-night tanda for 3

ergized crowd, chis could very well licic chunderous applause. Who am

One way o nocher, Bandonegro's Ganaro e Paris took a sharp depareure from

the canon, the milongero land and the

s at the border crossng berw
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The lbum ha o trcksof hissor: L bodoms (d s 0 ol dfniv
verio from 1958, thts heone you wand), A mis vics (el ecorded by Trolo,

Piazzoll's Zum.

The band

st that. You can lsten co them if chat'syour persuasion

ook an abvious pleasue recreating all four, and did a remendons job

1 would raher dance

In summary
Ful dislosue: | rceived a preview copy of the album prior o s rlee,and did
band for dhis and lso encourage you to do what | would ocherwise do, and buy

The dancing tracks are fabulous, and who knows, maybe you do like tolsten (or

Wel done, guys!

Tomé Kohl
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